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poignant at well-preserved historical sites such as Cape Norway and Cape Flora. Memorials, monuments, 

crosses and the remains of dwellings are testimony to incredible events that are further illuminated by 

our polar historians. 

Additional highlights on our itinerary include Tikhaya Bukhta, a Russian Arctic National Park ranger 

station occupying Soviet-era research buildings. Here you can talk to station personnel and buy unique 

souvenirs at the gift shop. We also hope to explore some fascinating geological features, such as the 

mysterious stone spheres on Champ Island and the amazing basaltic columns at the Rubini Rock seabird 

colony. Collectors of geographical extremes may also take note that Cape Fligely on Rudolf Island is the 

northernmost point of land in Eurasia and the Eastern Hemisphere. 

This exciting Arctic cruise is your chance to explore one of the world’s most intriguing polar 

environments. Each trip to Franz Josef Land is a one-of-a-kind adventure. Your custom voyage map will 

reflect an expedition as unique and memorable as this incomparable destination, full of unscripted wildlife 

encounters and unforgettable discoveries. 

 
Days 11-12: Back to Svalbard 

 
After our amazing time in Franz Josef Land, we 

head back across the icy Barents Sea toward 

Svalbard. Seabird viewing and whale sightings can 

be enjoyed from panoramic open decks and from 

the windows or balcony of your suite. Presentations 

by our expert staff and range of onboard recreation 

facilities also ensure that these sea days are not  

idly spent. 

As we head back toward Longyearbyen, we round 

the southern tip of Spitsbergen, the largest island  

in the Svalbard archipelago. As time and conditions 

permit, we may have the opportunity to visit the magnificent South Spitsbergen National Park, a pristine 

polar wilderness abounding with Arctic animals. The centerpiece of this park is Hornsund, a picture- 

perfect fjord system where countless mighty glaciers cascade from soaring mountaintops into icy inlets. 

This is a prime location to spot polar bears and other marine wildlife from the ship. 

We also have a chance to explore North Isforden National Park. This outstanding protected area is 

characterized by lush and beautiful landscapes, striking geological features and excellent wildlife-viewing 

opportunities. Along these virgin coastlines, it is possible to observe endemic Svalbard reindeer and 

playful Arctic fox romping in flowering tundra meadows. The area also hosts huge flocks of migratory 

seabirds, including Brünnich’s guillemots, little auks and Atlantic puffins. 


