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Day 3-4: Across the Drake Passage 
 

After passing the islands of Tierra del Fuego, we 

turn south to begin our crossing of the Drake 

Passage. We watch for humpback and fin whales 

along the way. The majestic wandering albatross 

and other graceful subantarctic seabirds are 

common in these waters and can readily be viewed 

from panoramic open decks and balconies. We also 

cross the Antarctic Convergence, the biological 

boundary of the Southern Ocean. The ship’s 

stabilizing fins provide comfort in the event of 

rough seas. Briefings, bio-security procedures and 

presentations by our lecture staff prepare you for our arrival in Antarctica. We hope to arrive in the South 

Shetland Islands on the evening of our second day at sea. 

 
Day 5-8: Christmas in South Shetland 

Islands and Antarctic Peninsula 

Christmas falls on the first day of our adventure. 

We celebrate the day with special meals and 

yuletide festivities in the various traditions of our 

multinational passengers. Santa Claus will make an 

appearance and you can have your photo taken 

with him in the snow. We encourage you to dress in 

festive attire for an evening of holiday music, 

singing and dancing. You will always remember 

your Christmas in Antarctica! 

During the next four days, we explore the 

highlights of the South Shetland Islands and the Antarctic Peninsula. This region contains some of the 

world’s most impressive scenery and the best wildlife viewing in Antarctica. Sheltered bays and channels 

sparkle with ice and reflect towering mountain peaks coated in permanent snow and immense glaciers. 

Icebergs of every size and description complete an image of incomparable beauty. Waters rich with krill 

are home to huge numbers of marine mammals and seabirds. The whole area is alive with penguins 

foraging at sea and forming large rookeries at special places on land. Here we also find Antarctic 

research bases of various nationalities, some with gift shops and post offices. 

The South Shetland Islands are the northernmost islands in Antarctica and will likely be our first area of 

exploration. This wildly beautiful island chain contains many landing sites with historical significance and 

abundant wildlife. We will also explore the supremely picturesque Gerlache Strait area of the Antarctic 

Peninsula, a pristine wilderness of spectacular white landscapes, colossal icebergs, obliging marine 

mammals and bustling penguin colonies. We hope to show you the famous Lemaire Channel, also known 

as “Kodak Gap” because of the photogenic way the narrow channel reflects the image of sheer snowy 

mountains. 

Throughout the islands and on the mainland, we find nesting colonies of gentoo, chinstrap and Adélie 

penguins, sometimes side by side. At this time, penguin pairs are taking turns incubating their eggs. This 


